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Remarks 

Claims 1-20 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

1. Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because they are "computer 
program" claims not embodied on a computer readable storage medium. In order to be . 
statutory, the computer program must be embodied on a computer readable storage 
medium, and the program must be executed, by a processor or the like, within the . 
claims. 

Claim Rejections '35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: * 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Seder 
(U.S. Patent 6,522,770). 

Regarding Claim 1, 
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Seder discloses a document administration apparatus comprising: 

Document image input means for inputting a document image 
(Column 3, lines 21-38); 

Document discrimination information extraction means for 
extracting document discrimination information from the document image 
input by the document image input means (Abstract; and Column 2, line 
11 to Column 3, line 38); 

Authenticity confirmation information generation means for 
generating authenticity confirmation information by performing a 
predetermined conversion process to the document discrimination 
information extracted by the document discrimination information 
extraction means (Column 5. lines 46-64); 

Authenticity confirmation information storage means for storing the 
authenticity confirmation information generated by the authenticity 
confirmation information generation means in a predetermined storage 
position connected to a network (Column 5, lines 46-64); and 

Storage position information embedding means for embedding 
information indicating the storage position into the document (Column 2, 
line 39 to Column 3, line 38; and Column 4, lines 55-63). 
Regarding Claim 9, 

Claim 9 is a method claim that corresponds to apparatus claim 1 
and is rejected for the same reasons. 
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Regarding Claim 17, 

Claim 17 is a computer program claim that corresponds to 
apparatus claim 1 and is rejected for the same reasons. 
Regarding Claim 19, 

Claim 19 is a computer readable medium claim that corresponds to 
apparatus claim 1 and is rejected for the same reasons. 
Regarding Claim 2, 

Seder discloses that the storage position information embedding 
means embeds a digital watermark into the document image (Column 2, 
line 39 to Column 3. line 38; and Column 4, lines 55-63). 
Regarding Claim 10, 

Claim 10 is a method claim that corresponds to apparatus claim 2 
and is rejected for the same reasons. 
Regarding Claim 3, 

Seder discloses that the authenticity confirmation information 
generation means generates the authenticity confirmation information by 
performing hash conversion to the document discrimination information 
extracted by the document discrimination information extraction means 
(Column 5, lines 46-64). 
Regarding Claim 11, 

Claim 1 1 is a method claim that corresponds to apparatus claim 3 
and is rejected for the same reasons. 
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Regarding Claim 4, 

Seder discloses that the authenticity confirmation information 
generation means generates the authenticity confirmation information by 
performing hash conversion to the document discrimination information 
extracted by the document discrimination information extraction means 
and further generates an electronic signature in regard to a hash value 
obtained through the hash conversion (Column 5, lines 46-64). 

Regarding Claim 12, 

Claim 12 is a method claim that corresponds to apparatus claim 4 
and is rejected for the same reasons. 

Regarding Claim 5, 

Seder discloses that the document discrimination information 
extraction means includes area indication means for indicating a 
document discrimination information area in the document image, and 
extracts as the document discrimination information a character string 
obtained by performing character recognition to an image within the 
document discrimination information area indicated by the area indication 
means (Column 2, line 11 to Column 3, line 38; and Column 7, lines IS- 
IS). 

Regarding Claim 13, 

Claim 13 is a method claim that corresponds to apparatus claim 5 
and is rejected for the same reasons. 
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Regarding Claim 6, 

Seder discloses a document administration apparatus comprising: 

Document image input means for inputting a document image 
(Column 3, lines 21-38); 

Document discrimination information extraction means for 
extracting document discrimination information from the document image 
input by the document image input means (Abstract; and Column 2, line 
1 1 to Column 3, line 38); 

Authenticity confirmation information generation means for 
generating authenticity confirmation information by performing a 
predetermined conversion process to the document discrimination 
information extracted by the document discrimination information 
extraction means (Column 5, lines 46-64); 

Information extraction means for extracting a digital watermark 
embedded in the document image input by the document image input 
means (Column 3, lines 21-38); 

Access means for accessing a point on a network on the basis of 
information extracted as the digital watermark by the information 
extraction means (Column 3, lines 21-38; Column 4, lines 55-63; and 
Column 5, lines 46-64); and 

Authenticity confirmation information comparison means for 
comparing authenticity confirmation information stored at the point 
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accessed by the access means with the authenticity confirmation 
information generated by the authenticity confirmation information 
generation means (Column 5, lines 46-64). 
Regarding Claim 7, 

Claim 7 is an apparatus claim that is broader than apparatus claim 
6 and is rejected for the same reasons. 
Regarding Claim 8, 

Claim 8 is an apparatus claim that is broader than apparatus claim 
6 and is rejected for the same reasons. 
Regarding Claim 14, 

Claim 14 is a method claim that corresponds to apparatus claim 6 
and is rejected for the same reasons. . 
Regarding Claim 15, 

Claim 15 is a method claim that is broader than apparatus claim 6 
and is rejected for the same reasons. 
Regarding Claim 16, 

Claim 16 is a method claim that is broader than apparatus claim 6 
and is rejected for the same reasons. 
Regarding Claim 18, 

Claim 18 is a computer program claim that corresponds to 
apparatus claim 6 and is rejected for the same reasons. 
Regarding Claim 20, 
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Claim 20 is a computer readable medium claim that corresponds to 
apparatus claim 6 and is rejected for the same reasons. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Durst (U.S. Patent 6,434,561) and Wolff (U.S. Patent 
5,671,282). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey D. Popham whose telephone number is (571)- 

272- 7215. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on (571)272^3865. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Jeffrey D Popham 

Examiner 
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